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Since the formation of the United States of America, the creation and preservation 
of public land records have been vita] and exacting tasks. Tract Books and Gen- 
eral Land Office Plats were designed to record the transfer of land ownership 
from the Federal Government. Withdrawals, classifications, leases, permits. licenses, 
rights of way, patents with mineral reservations, and_reconveyed interests, and 
other transactions have complicated the Federal] land records keeping system. 


In 1955, the Bureau of Land Management initiated a new land records system, 
which, over the years has become more complex with the inception of new laws. 
This booklet has been developed to help you use the present records system. The 
land record system has been designed in such a way that once the user becomes 
familiar with the basic rules, terminology, svmbols. and annotations, it will be 
easy to determine the status of any area of land. 
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GLOSSARY 


Surveying The art of measuring and locating lines. 
angles, and elevations on the curved surface ¥ 
of the earth, and on the beds of bodies of 

water. 


Initial Point els the intersection of the principal meridian 

and the base line from which the townships 

; are numbered northerly and southerly and 
"ranges are numbered easterly and westerly. 


Principal Meridian The true north-south line extending from an 
initial point in both directions. P 


Base Line The true east-west line extending from an 
initial point in both directions. 


Standard Parallels Also called correction lines, are extended 
east and west from the principal mendian 
generally at intervals of 24 miles to the north 
and 24 miles to the south of the base line. 


Guide Meridians True north-south lines extended from points 
on the base line or standard parallels, east 
and/or west of the principal meridian, gen- 
erally at intervals of 24 miles each. 


Correctional Lines See Standard Parallels. 


Townships A Tract of land contained within the bound- 
aries of the north-south range lines and the 
east-west township lines containing approx- 
imately 36 square miles or twenty-three thou- 
sand and forty acres “as near as may be™. 


Range A row or tier of townships lying east or 
west of the principal meridian and num- 
bered successively to the east and to the 
west from the principal meridian. ; 


Section . A tract of land, one mile square. Within 

a township containing 640 acres “as near 
as may be”. Approximately one-thirtysixth 
of a township. 


Allodial Title eee ee: Land held in absolute ownership. Both. sur- 
face and mineral. = 


usually Orr), 
Township Lines is The cast-west lines that run on 4 true para- 
allel approximately six miles apart and make 
up the north and south boundaries of each 
township. 
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and the base line from which the townships 
are numbered northerly and southerly and 
ranges are numbered easterly and westerly. 


Principal Nieridian The true north-south line extending from an 
initial point in both directions. 


Base Line The true east-west line extending from an 
initial point in both directions. 


Standard Parallels Also called correction lines, are extended 
east and west from the principal mendian 
generally at intervals of 24 miles to the north 
and 24 miles to the south of the base line. 


Guide Neridians True north-south lines extended from points 
on the base line or standard parallels, cast 
and/or west of the princical meridian, gen- 

erally at intervals of 24 miles each. 


Correctional Lines See Standard Parallels. 


Townships A Tract of land contained within the bound- 
aries of the north-south range lines and the 
east-west township lines containing approx- 
imately 36 square miles or twenty-three thou- 
sand and forty acres “as near as may be™. 


Range A row or tier of townships lying east or 
west of the principal mendian and num- 
bered successively to the east and to the 
west from the principal mendian. 


Section | A tract of land, one mile square. Within 
a township containing 640 acres “as near 
as may be™. Approximately one-thirtysixth 
of a township. 
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Range Lines 


Section Lines 


Aliquot Parts” 


Lots 


“As near as may be” 


Tract 


Township Plat 


Protraction 


Protraction Diagram .. 


True north-south lines approximately six 
miles apart either east and/or west of the 
Principal Meridian and of each other that 
make up the east and west boundaries of 
each township. 


North-south and east-west lines that are re- 
spectively parallel] to and at intervals of one 
mile from the eastern and southern bound- 
aries of each township. 


Parcels of land consisting of half section 
quarter-sections or any half or quarter of 
further like subdivision thereof into equal 
halves or quarters. 


Fractional or odd shaped tracts of land not 
generally describable by aliquot parts. 


_ The area within a township or section in 


the rectangular system of survey, that may 
contain more or less than the standard 
acreage. The vanance is inherent in the sur- 
vey system because of the need for a rapid 
and economical survey of the public lands. 


An expanse of land of any size. When sur- 
veyed, most townships contain 36 sections. 
Lands which do not, for some reason, fall un- 
der regular survey methods especially in re- 
surveys are tracted beginning with tract no. 37. 


In Cadastral Surveying, a map constructed 
from the surveyors field notes which in 
rectangular survey most commonly contains 
36 sections of approximately one square 
mile each. Title records are kept on a com- 
posit map of all Cadastral Surveys in a 
township which is called the Master Title 
Plat or MTP. 


The word means extension prolongation. 
An example of its use would be the repre- 
sentation on paper of the fractional lots 
in the north and west tiers of sections within 
a township. These lines are not monumented 
on the ground. They are shown on the plat 
as protractions (dashed lines) indicating that 
they were not on in the field. The distances 
given are parenthetical unti] they are actu- 
ally surveyed. rr 


‘Mt is prepared for the purpose of describing 


unsurveyed Jand areas. The diagram is.ap- 
proved for the Director by the Chief. Divi- 
sion of Cadastral Survey. and filed in the 
respective state offices of the BLM = after 
public notice in the Federal Register. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 
FOR DESCRIPTIONS OF TRACTS 
OF LAND PREFERRED ORDER 


- The preferred order of listing is to begin with the 
lowest-numbered section in each township giving firsz 
the Jot numbers in order, then the subdivisions within 
each quarter section, in the order NE, then the NW, 
SW, and SE; if parts of the quarter sections are to be 
described, the same order is to be observed. If several 
townships are included, the pnmary order is deter- 
mined by the range number, beginning with the lowest 
and within each range by the township numbers also 
beginning with the lowest. 


Where townships north and south of the base line or 
erst and west of the reference merdian or both are 
involved, the order of listing is optional but usually 
follows the order given above; namely, first those north 
and east of the initial point, followed by those north 
and west, south. and west, and south and east in the 
order named. 


Fivat ree Pineal survey of Hine soil ne 
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AREA 


In some cases, a statement of the total area follows 
the description. If the lands described are entirely sur- 
veyed, the actual acreage as shown upon the official a 
plats of survey should be used. Where unsurveyed land j 
is included, the approximate area should be given in 6 
even acres. ] 


Descriptions containing public land only should carry 
a statement reading as follows: ' 


The area (or areas) described aggregates (or agere- 
gate) acres, 


Where both public and nanpublie lands are included, , 
the following statement shouid be used: 


The areas deseribed, including both public and 
nonpublic lands, ageregate —____ acres 
IMlustrations, on the fatlawing’ page are examples of 
order.of description for auierent tracts of land withia | 

a section. Practice reading these descriptions. 
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| SPECIFICATIONS 
FOR DESCRIPTIONS OF TRACTS 
OF LAND PREFERRED ORDER 


®.. preferred order of listing is to begin with the 
lowest-numbered section in each township giving first 
the lot numbers in order, then the subdivisions within 
each quarter section, in the order NE, then the NW, 
SW,-and SE; if parts of the quarter sections are to be 
described, the same order is to be observed. If several 
townships are included, the primary order is deter- 
mined by the range number, beginning with the lowest 
and within each range by the township numbers also 
beginning with the lowest. 


Where townships north and south of the base line or 
east and west of the reference meridian or both are 
involved, the order of listing is optional but usually 
follows the order given above; namely, first those north 
and east of the initial point, followed by those north 
and west, south and west, and south and east in the 
order named, 
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AREA 


In some cases, a statement of the total area follows 
the description. If the lands described are entirely sur- 
veyed, the actual acreage as shown upon the official 


plats of survey should be used. Where unsurveyed land ~ 
is included, the approximate area should be given in 


even acres. 
Descriptions containing public land only should carry 
a statement reading as follows: 


The area (or areas) described aggregates (or agere- 


gate) acres. 


Where both public and nonpublic lands are included, , 


the following statement should be used: 


The areas described, including both public and 
nonpublic lands, aggregate acres, 


IMustrations, on the following page are examples of 


order,of description for auierent tracts of land withia | 


a section. Practice reading these descriptions. 
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EXAMPLES OF ORDER OF DESCRIPTION 
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(SLM=Sait Lake Meridian) 
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T. 6N. R. 8E. SLM 
Sec. |4, 
(A) NE'/4 NEI/4, 
I. (C, 0) S!/2NEV4 


2. (H)SE'/4 NWI/4, 


(1, J)NI72 swi4s 
3. (x) swi/4 swi/4 


4 and (N)NW!/4sE!/4 


Exception: 


Always describe any lots 
first, then use the counter 
clockwise rule to describe 
the rest of the lands in 
the section. 
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DEFINITION OF PUBLIC LANDS 


Publie Land 


Throughout the wide scope of land laws, actions and 
transactions encountered by the user, while researching 
the records, the terms Public Land, Public Domain 
and Federal Land are‘found. The following definitions 
will clearify the useage of these names now in effect 
by the United States Department of Interior, Bureau 
of Land Management 


Public Lands — (1) The term “public lands” means 
any Jand and interest in land owned by the United 
States within the several States and administered by 


the Secretary of the Interior through the Bureau of 


Land Management, without regard to how the United 
States acquired ownership, ¢xcept — 


(a) lands located on the Outer Continental Shelf, 
and é - 


(b) lands held for the benefit of Indians, Aleuts, 
and Eskimos. ; 


“See, 103(e}43 USC 1702. 


> —_ <u © 


(2) Includes a) the remaining public domain of the 
United States, b) reservations, other than Indian resere 
vations, created from the public domain, ¢) lands with- 
drawn, reserved or withheld from private appropriation 
and disposal under the public land laws, including the 
mining laws, d) outstanding interests of the United 
States in lands which have been patented or otherwise 
conveyed under the public land laws, ¢) National 
Forests, f). wildliferefuges and ranges, and g) the sur- 
face and subsurface resources of all such lands. 


Most Public Lands are now governed by The Federal 
Land Policy and Management Act of Oct 21, 1976, 
(Public Law 94-579) copys of which are available from 
all Bureau of Land Management Offices. 


Public Domain — The term applied to any or all of 
those areas of land ceded to the Federal Government 
by the Original States and to such other lands as were 
later acquired by treaty, purchase or cession, and are 
disposed of only under the authority of Congress. 5 


Federal Land — All classes of land owned by the 
Federal Government. 


DEFINITION OF PUBLIC LANDS: 


Publie Land 


Throughout the wide scope-of land laws, actions and 
ransactions encountered by the user, while researching 


=. the records, the terms Public Land, Public Domain 


and Federal Land are found. The following definitions 
will clearify the useage of these names now in effect 
by the United States Department of Interior, Bureau 
of Land Management 


Public Lands — (1) The term “public lands” means 
any Jand and interest in Jand owned by the United 
States within the several States and administered by 
the Secretary of the Interior through the Bureau of 
Land Management, without regard to how the United 
States acquired ownership, except — 


(a) lands located on the Outer Continental Shelf, 
and - ; 


(b) lands held for the benefit of Indians, Aleuts, 
and Eskimos. ; 


“See. 103(e}43 USC 1702 


(2) Includes a) the remaining public domain of the 
United States, 6) reservations, other than Indian reser- 
vations, created from the public domain, ¢) lands with- 
drawn, reserved or withheld from private appropriation 
and disposal under the public land laws, including the 
mining laws, d) outstanding interests of the United 
States in lands which have been patented or otherwise 
conveyed under the public land laws, ¢} National 
Forests, f). wildliferefuges and ranges, and g) the sur- 
face and subsurface resources of all such lands. 


Most Public Lands are now governed by The Federal 
Land Policy and Management Act of Oct 21, 1976, 
(Public Law 94-579) copys of which are available from 
al] Bureau of Land Management Offices. 


Public Domain — The term applied to any or all of 
those areas of land ceded to the Federal Government 


by the Original States and to such other lands as were | 


later acquired by treaty, purchase or cession, and are 


disposed of only under the authority of Congress. : 


Federal Land — All classes of land owned by the 
Federal Government 
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BASIC PUBLIC RECORDS USED BY THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
FOR RECORDING AND DISPLAYING LAND STATUS DOCUMENTS 


CADASTRAL SURVEYS — Title transfers of unsur- 
veyed public lands to private ownership cannot be made 
until an approved survey has been completed, approved, 
and filed in the appropriate BLM State Office. 


After a request for a cadastral survey has been approved, 
research of the area and plans of survey are made. The 
area is then surveyed and survey monuments are placed 


on the ground. The surveyor must keep notes of how ~ 


the survey was performed. 


The survey plat or plats are drawn from the surveyor's 
notes. The completed survey plats are then submitted 
to the Washington office for approval. When these 
records are approved, copies are placed in the appro- 
priate Bureau of Land Management State Office for 
public and official use. 


These survey notes and plats are available for public 
viewing. Copies can be purchased from the Bureau of 
Land Management state office having jurisdiction over 
the state records in which you may have an interest in 


TRACT BOOK — The tract book is the official record 
used in the old land offices and is still used in the 
Eastern States Office, and’ some other state offices. It 
contains tide conveyances (patents), entries, withdrawals, 
uses and leases on the public domain. The book is 
broken down by Meridian. Township: Range, Section 
and Tract. Sections and tracts are listed in numerical 
order (usually three or four to a page). These books 
are sull available to the public in some state offices 
or they are recorded on microfilm for public use. 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE (GLO) PLATS — These 
are copies of the official survey plats for a given 
Township. Entnes, patents, withdrawals, classifications 
were free hand plotted on the areas described in the 
documents. They were usually color coded and delin- 
eated with the document identification. After many 
years of use, the plats usually became so cluttered with 
notations, and soiled or torn that they became very 
difficult to read and interpret. These plats depicting 
status have been replaced with the Master Title Plats. 
In most instances the GLO plats have been retired to 
Regional and National Archives Records Centers. 


MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENT INDEX — In each 
state office there is an index of all orders affecting 
disposal or use of unidentified lands withdrawn for 
classification, minerals, water and/or other public pur- 
poses. In most states the index includes Indian treaties, 
agreements and cessions. Al] the documents are recorded 
on microfilm aperture cards which can be viewed on 
microfilm readers in each state office. Copies may be 
purchased at a nominal] cost. 


MASTER TITLE PLAT (MTP) — The Master Title 
Plat is based on a composite of the official survey plat - 
or plats of a given township. If the township is unsur- 
veyed, the MTP is founded on the basic protraction 
diagram, which is a mathematically constructed dia-° 
gram which represents the depicted area. The ‘faster 
Title Plat must not be construed as an official survey 
plat. \t illustrates title information by the use of vanous 
weights (thickness) and types ‘of lines and shadines. 
The column at the mght side af the plat should be 
read first to determine any information not: delineated 


or annotated on the plat which will affect-the townshipss=== 


The MTP shows the land which has been patented 
(deeded) to private ownership, or otherwise transferred 
from Federal ownership, the patent numbers, and the 
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reservations to the United States as stated in the patent 
The absence of such information would signify the land 
is still vacant Federal land, usually referred to as public 
land. Withdrawals, right of ways, national forests, wild- 
life refuges, classifications, and other reservations are 
also shown. All current applications and entnes for 
title to or for use of public lands and resources are also 
shown. These filings are identified by serial numbers. 
All documents affecting public land should be read to 
determine the actual status of the land being researched. 
Lands which have been patented from and then gained 
back by the United States by donation, purchase, or 
condemnation are shown when such information is 
available and are referred to as acquired lands. 


HISTORICAL INDEX (HI) — The Historical Index 
is a chronological narrative of all final past and present 
actions which affect the use of, or title to, public lands 
and resources, therefore it is simplest to read the HI 
pages from the bottom (mast recent entry) up. Although 
it can be used to check title, it was not designed for 
that purpose, and it is not necessary for use in making 
title determinations. The primary value is its adapta- 
bility for abstract work. It also contains notations 
which may elaborate on the information on the MTP. 
Withdrawals are the only applications that are recorded 
on the Hl. Many applications do not segregate land 
from other uses or applications and to not appear on 


the historical index. Unsuccessful applications such as © 


color of title, or swamp and’ overflow.can be added to. 
the HJ although they do not change the status of the 
land. Work done on these applications may have value; 
therefore. it could be‘important to read these docu- 
ments when the case ts closed. 
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USE PLATS — Use plats are used to show mineral 
leases and permits and applications for mineral leases 
and permits. They are copies of MT plats with the 
designation “MT™ replaced by “OG™ (for oil and gas), 
“Coal”, etc. When a township does not contain a given 
type of mineral leases or permits, or applications, it 


‘ will not have that type use plat. In this case use the 


MT plat to identify and determine the availability of 
Federally-owned leasable mineral nghts. 


SERIAL REGISTER — Since 1908 all applications 
and claims filed with the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment have been assigned serial numbers. The serial 


- number is the key to the BLM’s record system. The 


serial pages for each individual application or claim 
reflect the applicant’s name and current address, type 
of claim and land description in addition to the current 
status or final disposition of that particular application 
or claim. Serial registers are therefore a chronological, 
as weil as numenicai, listing of all case files handled 
in a given state. 


The semal number is shown on the applicable Master 
Title Plats or Use Plats and the Historical Indices. 
When entries or claims are patented, the patent num- 
ber is placed on the MTP and the serial number is 
removed. The H] contains the necessary cross references 
from patent to serial number. 

A separate set of seria] books is maintained for mining 
claims recorded with the Bureau in accordance with: 


. the Federal Land Policy ‘and Managément Act of 1976. 


In addition to the alphabetical state prefix the mining 
claim serial number will also be identified with a (MIC) 
mining claim. This is true for each state, except Alaska, 
which uses the normal senal number prefix. | nt 
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reservations to the United States as stated in the patent. 
The absence of such information would signify the land 
is still vacant Federal land, usually referred to as public 
land. Withdrawals, right of ways, national forests, wild- 
life refuges, classifications, and other reservations are 
also shown. All current applications and entries for 
title to or for use of public lands and resources are also 
shown. These filings are identified by serial numbers. 
All documents affecting public land should be read to 
determine the actual status of the land being researched. 
Lands which have been patented from and then gained 
back by the United States by donation, purchase, or 
condemnation are shown when such information is 
available and are referred to as acquired lands. 


HISTORICAL INDEX (HI) — The Historical Index 
is a chronological narrative of all final past and present 
actions which affect the use of, or title to, public lands 
and resources, therefore it is simplest to read the HI 
pages from the bottom (most recent entry) up. Although 
it can be used to check title, it was not designed for 
that purpose, and it is not necessary for use in making 
title determinations. The primary value is its adapta- 
bility for abstract work. It also contains notations 
which may elaborate on the information on the MTP. 
Withdrawals are the only applications that are recorded 
on the HI. Many applications do not segregate land 
from other uses or applications and to not appear on 


the historical index. Unsuccessful applications such as © 


color of title, or swamp and’ overflow.can be added to 
the HJ although they do nat change the status of the 
/land. Work done on these applications may have value: 
therefore, it could be important to read these docu- 
ments when the case is closed. 
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USE PLATS — Use plats are used to show mineral 
leases and permits and applications for mineral leases 
and permits. They are copies of MT plats with the 
designation “MT™ repiaced by “OG™ (for oil and gas), 
“Coal™, ete. When a township does not contain a given 
type of mineral leases or permits, or applications, it 
will not have that type use plat. In this case use the 
MT plat to identify and determine the availabilitv of 
Federally-owned ieasable mineral nghts. 


SERIAL REGISTER — Since 1908 all appiications 
and claims filed with the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment have been assigned serial numbers. The senal 
number is the key to the BLM’s record system. The 
serial pages for each individual application or claim 
reflect the appiicant’s name and current address, type 
of claim and land description in addition to the current 
status or final disposition of that particular application 
or claim. Serta] registers are therefore a chronological, 
as well as numencal, listing of all case files handled 
in a given state. 


The semal number is shown on the applicable Master 
Tide Plats or Use Plats and the Hisioncal Indices. 
When entries or claims are patented, the patent num- 
ber is placed on the MTP and the seriaj number is 
removed. The H] contains the necessary cross references 
from patent to seria] number. 


A separate set of serial books is maintained for mining 
claims recorded with the Bureau in accordance with 
the Federal Land Policy ‘and Managément Act of 1976. 
In addition to the aiphabetical state prefix the mining 
claim serial number will also be identified with a (SIC) 
mining claim. This ts true for each state. except Alaska, 
which uses the normal senal aumber prefix. ec: 


| 2 ae ia eS ie 
et Te 3. - 
a v " at es 


ch-eplare bore Undbe 
pA dl od) cleWe Ding gellagnoksi dann lames 
sild rhasas le voavee bash \croiperlsta 
ber LEN eee Ge We MeN eter 
DOU aEDeS . tees oie 2 ran aT Laees:l 9) 2 
nine tyng 2 Ogee Ams vem Joh aioe 
Cus S32 P>aaés the o! anche Vepesohs 
a pad, bal lige gheeng far ity sei a 
‘idem welteaiic vies 
ol) lo -attign Uses tom a 
en S| boom ea: aos sr ery itil 
10 .noueneb. vd mains ibe ninth as 
i ani [014] rs cera Sot) pee, iia ; 
; MAS DO. 8 yO) hevwle re . 


4 
lal 


Seal epokcation & 


: . d wirvent sac 
oii 
- Qf 44 (6 
4 « Corte te sts dy 
= | . fi» = 


Jip lo aeier enian of) 

Rd. S83 NO, 6 Sw at pane 

: i PSL OF seelgenie a L netersdl ; 

. ik ow (vies 12337 cor ore 

ve L baraeph wor etm ti sit dears. oe ieee 

ree tee gre fg) AGED IIR roe tid disdedl 
iMtni 2 2. wa Lay, ris, ne s oT y SRE ais 
ERO: ¥DS Prugines | Oaley oh pal i, ee ms 

(TM emi ne He HNeTe, 28d 92) Oa 

g mor pobyo2s7 236 bed Lenoisnilegs vino of! se tee ; 


if ategeigor Jon ob enonesilgges nel . 


: PAG Refs Birt Sees “are 
Se, Si aE wee asa Mee 
tsb Gb Dabber Rasvp, 
7" 4 J + ’ =~ gyi 
min!s _SOUIRY gat 
< ad : 
rien #295 Rt 
te ole > sins 


¢ — > 


SOURCE DOCUMENTS — The title information on 
the MTP is taken from microfilm copies of actual 
documents such as patents, withdrawal orders, state 
selection list, ete. The microfilm copies are filed in 
the various state offices. Paper copies can be pur- 
chased by the public. The microfilm aperture cards 
are filed in contro] document index files (CDI) in the 
respective. state office. The documents are filed in chron- 
ological order within each Township and Range. 


INDEX TO MINERAL LOCATIONS AND COM: 
TEST — This is a form similar to the historical index. 
and ts used to record mining claims, litigations, and 
contest actions. A page is made for cach township 
when such actions would warrant its use. Mining claims 
filed with the Burcau in compliance with PL 359 and 
the O&C Acts are also entered on this index sheet. 
Most contests involving the Bureau would also be 
entered on this index sheet. Mining Claims Act of 1976 
will not be entered on this index sheet since they will 
be entered into an automated data processing system. 


PROCEDURES FOR USING THE MASTER TITLE AND USE PLATS 


The records are designed to portray the title story by 
the use of numbers, lines and abbreviated notations. 
The guides listed below, -if- followed, should help in 
making the records easy to read. 


1. Look at the remarks column on the mght-hand 
margin of the plat to determine if there are any 
notations that may not be plotted on the plat, but 
will affect the status of the lands in varying degrees. 


2 Always follow a particular line around until you 
come back to the point of beginning. The area within 
the bounds of the line is the land affected. 


To find the notation for a particular line, know 
what the line stands for. Refer to the legend of 
abbreviations and symbols which explains the infor- 
mation portrayed by the different lines. (See page 2¢) 


The identification for the area circumscribed by a 
line usually appears at the lower edge of the area 
involved. In some instances where space is limited, 
the identification may be “arrowed™ in, The legend of 
abbreviations gives the full wording. (See page 3 26 


Whenever a plat is too small to adequately tell 
the story, a supplemental plat has been made. This 
will be indicated on the Master Title Plat. The 
title information for those sections will be shown 
only on the supplemental plat. 
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CADASTRAL SURVE DATA 


Adjoining township offset 


43ga2 | 339.42 | 2 39.45 


Tick martes 
indicate 
boundaries af 


Ss fats 


Ree Number 


Survey line 


HES 338 
¢ 


vw ° 


Cadastral survey information shown on the Master 
Title Plat is for general information and reference only. 
Refer to Official Cadastral Survey Plat for exact bear- 
ing and distance information. 


Areas encompassed in Special Surveys such as Mineral 
Surveys (MS) and Homestead Entry Survey's (HES). 
are no longer a legal part of the section in which they 
are located. A special Survey becomes necessary when 
the lands involved ‘cannot be described by aliquot pans 
of 2 section. See sections 7 and 3. “? 


Lot Numoer 


; Protsucied Ares 
Acreage in iat 


1 39.48 


Acreage Yes 
af river 


SY 


dineral Survey 
nustet 


Survey line 


Much of the public land is still unsurveyed. protraction 
diagrams have been made for those areas. These areas 
are indicated by hachure marks on the inside of the 
unsurveyed boundary. When entire townships are pro= 
tracted, the plat map will be labeled “Protraction Dia- © 
gram™, and’are not hachured. : 


’ Lots and their acreage are shown when an area cannot : 


be described by aliquot parts. Lots are mathematic: 
subdivisions of a section. Uniotted areas in lotted set-- 
tions are still described by aliquot parts, tees 
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Adjoining township offset 
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17 14.08 


Cadastral survey information shown on the Master 


Much of the public land is still unsurveyed, protraction 


Title Plat is for general information and reference only. diagrams have been made for those areas. These areas 
Refer to Official Cadastral Survey Plat for exact bear- are indicated by hachure marks on the inside of the 


ing and distance information. - 
Areas encompassed in Special Surveys such as Mineral gram™, and ‘are not hachured. © - 
Surveys (iS) and Homestead Entry Surveys (HES) — OE: 
are no longer a legal part of the section in which they 


unsurveyed boundary. When entire townships are pro= 
tracted, the plat map will be labeled “Protraction Dia- © 


’ Lots and their acreage are shown when an area cannot 


are located. A special Survey becomes necessary when be described by aliquot parts. Lots are mathematic: 


the tands involved cannot de described by aliquot pans 


of a section. See sections 7 and 3. tions are still described by aliquot parts. 
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POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 
AND 
RANGE IMPROVEMENTS 


A 


~ 


2 39.91 


8 39.97 


POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 


County Boundaries: When a county embraces a com- 
plete township, the name of the county will be centered 
at the top of the MTP just under the township and 
range designation. When more than one county bound- 
ary invades a township, the county line is shown as a 
heavy shaded line. The county names are shown along 


the border of MTP where the county line intersects - 


the extenor boundary.: 


District Bretaries Those states that. put district 


boundanes on the land statusirecords, show them in 


the same manner that the county boundanes are dis- 
played. The symbol for the disinct line is a series of 
medium size dots. (See illustration). 
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PLAINS DISTRICT 


RANGE IMPROVEMENTS 


Range Improvement symbols, as shown in Section 29 
of the illustration, appear only on land under the juris- 
diction of the Bureau of Land Management or on 
private lands with easements. As range improvements 
do not affect status, all state offices do-not Belay 
aay on the ves Title Pla rst 
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Political boundanés and Range Lai are not 
shown on the Histoncal Indexes. :: 
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FAL&sagviAS 


A land patent is a document which conveys to the 
patentee legal title to public lands, and/or mineral 
resources. 


The use of different line weights, or thicknesses of the 
line, on the plat shows the present status of the Jand. 


See illustration on page 12 The line between sections 


26 and 35 is a survey weight line. No action aes 
occurred on either side of this line, 


An application, entry or issued patent is delineated bY ai 
the use of the patent weight line. See Mustration ‘for “4 


Desert Land Entry Application (Number U 10457 DLE 
Apln) in the $1/2 of the SW 1/4 of Section 25. Adja- 
cent patent areas are shown with a double weight 
patent line separating them. Ses illustration in the 
“N 1/2 of Section 25 and the NE 1/4 of Section 26. 


The patent number, 285, in Section 26, indicates that 
the patentee received the surface and the mineral estate, 
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or Allodial title, as no reservations are included with 
the annotation, 


The reservations shown under the patent annotation 
in the N 1/2 of Section 25 indicates that the U.S. has 
retained the night to construct ditches and canals and 
has also retained all the mineral estate, which may be 
leased and/or located under the various mineral acts. 


State Grants, referred to as “school sections” because 
the Act of Congress providing for this grant stated 


that the revenue received from such lands was to be, 


used to support the common schools, are delineated ' 
with a patent weight line since it casual ude. Ses 
iustrationss in Section 38. Bon, pe ar 

Ife /4 ; 


A smaple portion of the historical index (HJ) is shown, 


_ Note the chronological sequence and additional infor- 


mation which aids the user in doing abstract work, 
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A land patent is a document which conveys to the 
patentee legal title to public lands, and/or mineral 
resources, 


e use of different line weights, or thicknesses of the 
“ine, on the plat shows the present status of the land. 


See illustration on page 12 The line between sections . 


26 and 35 is a survey weight line. No action aoe 
occurred on either side of this line. : 
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An application, entry or issued patent is defi neated by on 


the use of the patent weight line. See iDustration ‘for » 
Desert Land Entry Application (Number U 10457 DLE 
Aplin) i in the S$1/2 of the SW 1/4 of Section 25. Adja- 
cent’ patent areas are shown with a double weight 
patent line separating them. Ses illustration in the 
“N 1/2 of Section 25 and the NE 1/4 of Section 26. 


The patent number, 285, in Section 26, indicates that 
the patentee received the surface and the mineral estate, 
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or Allodial title, as no reservations are included with 
the annotation. 


The reservations shown under the patent annotation *_ 


in the N 1/2 of Section 25 indicates that the U.S. has 
retained the nght to construct ditches and canals and 
has also retained all the mineral estate, which may be 
leased and/or located under the various mineral acts. 


SJ 


oe? 
. 


State Grants, referred to as “school*sections™ because 
the Act of Congress providing for this grant stated 


that the revenue received from such lands was to be. 


used to support the common schools, are delineated ’ 


with a patent weight line =I it E25: utle. See 
Hlustfation 1 in Section 34. ey ? 


Pignj /2 : 


_ A smaple portion of the historical index (HI) is shown, 
_ Note the chronological sequence and additional infor- 


mation which aids the user in doing abstract work. 
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Type of application. 
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A withdrawal (reserve) is an action which resinets the Withdrawals, Reserves and Classifications are ‘delin< 


use and disposal of lands (sometimes minerals) and eated by a line. The annotation identifies 
holds them for a specific purpose. (See Illustration the action document and the purpose of the withdrawal. 
on page vi Often the date shown is the date of the last action. 
Cheek the Historical Index if the orginal effective date 

; is important, 
A classification indicates public lands are valuable or . wwe 
suitable for a specific use or purpose. A classification . Withdrawals or classifications covering the entire town 
usually restricts the use of the land and pose the ship are not outlined, but are posted in the columa _ 
minerals. Bee om the right hand side of the plat It is a good pracy: 

; tice to always check this column first when reading 
: ; oo the plats, ; ; 
A classification indicates public lands are valuable 
or suitable for a specific use or purpose. A classifica- Multiple withdrawals on the same tract of land are, 
tion usually restricts the use of the Hand and possibly shown with only one delineation line and the identi 
the minerals. - ing annotations stacked inside the line. : 
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A withdrawal (reserve) is an action which restricts the 
use and disposal of lands (sometimes minerals) and 
holds them for a specific purpose. (See IIlustration 


on page 
2 


Bh esis ication indicates public lands are valuable or , 


suitable for a specific use or purpose. A classification . 


usually restricts the use of haa land and TY the 
minerals. 1 ae : 
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A classification indicates public lands are valuable 
or suitable for a specifi © use or purpose. A classifica- 
tion usually restricts the use of the land and possibly 
the minerals. - 
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Withdrawals, Reserves and Classifications are ‘delin- 
eated by a line, The annotation identifies 
the action document and the purpose of the withdrawal 
Often the date shown is the date of the last action. 
Check the Historical Index if the orginal effective date 
is important. 


Withdrawals or classifications covering the entire town 
ship are not outlined, but are posted in the columa | 
on the right hand side of the plat It is a good prac * 
tice to always check this columa first when reading 
the plats. : x 


Multiple withdrawals on the same tract of land are, 
shown with only one delineation line and the identify, 
ing annotations stacked inside the line. 
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ACQUIRED LANDS 


The United States occasionally acquires lands which 
had been previously patented. Such lands are referred 
to as acquired lands if obtained by gift, purchase or 
condemnation. Where the bureau has the acquisition 
information, such acquired lands are shaded as shown 
on the adjacent iWJustrations. Shaded. areas indicate, 
the United States has an acquired surface interest or 
an acquired mineral interest or both. The type of 
acquisition is shown by the notations in that area, 

Acquired minerals are subject to lease or permit under 
a different act than minerals which have always been 


in government ownership. 


Records of Jands acquired by federal agencies other 
than the Bureau of Land Management may not always 
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be available in the BLM offices. However, the bureau 
usually can obtain the ownership status of acquired 
Jands and minerals under jurisdiction of another federal 
agency if furnished a specifie description of the land 
and the name of the agency. 
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| Required lands should not be confused with reconveyed 


lands. Lands reconveyed to the United States under 
the public land Jaws are not shown with the shading 
as are the acquired lands. Reconveyed lands are ann- 
otated “\WD Recon” which means the land was recone 


veyed to the: United States with a warranty deed. If, 
the mineral estate was also reconveyed or never Jeft / 
the United States the annotation will also contain this 
information. 
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The United States occasionally acquires lands which 
had been previously patented. Such lands are referred 


be available in the BLM offices. However, the bureau 
usually can obtain the ownership status of acquired 


Jands and minerals under jurisdiction of another federal 
agency if furnished a specifie description of the land 
and the name of the agency. 


10 as acquired lands if obtained by gift, purchase or 

adcmnation. Where the bureau has the acquisition 
-_ “#iormation, such acquired lands are shaded as shown 
on the adjacent illustrations. Shaded. areas indicate. 
the United States has an acquired surface interest or 7 eae A aie ; 
an acquired mineral interest or both. The type of _ Required lands should not be confused with reconveyed 
acquisition is shown by the notations in that area. lands. Lands reconveyed to the United States under 
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Acquired minerals are subject to lease or permit under as are the acquired lands. Reconveyed lands are ann- 
a different act than minerals which have always beea otated “WD Recon” which means the land was recon- 
in government ownership. veyed to the. United States with a warranty deed. If, 
the mineral estate was also reconveyed or never Jeft / 
the United States the annotation will also contain this 
information, 


Records of lands acquired by federal agencies other 
than the Bureau of Land Management may not always 
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ACQUIRED LANDS 
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LEASES AND PERMITS 


(General) 
A lease or permit is a temporary authorization to use cannot issue any leases on private lands where there 
the land or specified resource. are no reservations of any of the mineral estate. - 
4 

Leases and permits are delineated by 2 dash line. With Section 35, is an example of when an applicant nas 
a few exceptions permits and Jeases appear only on th made an acceptable offer for a lease (Section 35, All). 
Use Plats. Og Rg Rt cohen ee 3th, _~, . The application, as written, cannot be issued, but is 

‘ ug Atty ta st. 8" plotted om the use plat with the annotation “Apia”. - 
The annotation tells the type of permit or lease that —S The historical index is not noted at this time. The case 
has been issued. | ee must be sent for adjudication where only the available 

: " * . land can be issued. (Section 35, North half), When the 
An application for a Jease or permit would be indi- lease is issued the use plat is changed by removing the 
cated by the abdreviation “Apin™ following the use. Jease line from the patented area (Patent Number 283)* 
annotation on the appropriate plat. An application for and closing it through the center of Section 35. The 
a lease or permit is not shown on the Historical Index case annotation is removed and centered within the ~ 


boundanies of the Jease area. 
Certain leases of one kind can be issued over those of 


another kind such as Oil and Gas and/or Coal Jeases Recreation and Public Purposes: leases are shown on. 
within a Grazing Lease, which demonstrates the mul- the MTP. Applications and leases for grazing are not 
tiple use concept on Public Lands. The United States shown on any plats.:-. . © 7 ; 
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LEASES AND PERMITS 
(General) 


A lease or permit is 2 temporary authorization to use 
the land or specified resource. 
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Leases and permits are delineated by a dash line. With 


a few exceptions permits 
Use Plats. 


and leases appear on 
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The annotation tells the type of permit or Jease that 


has been issued. 


An application for a Jease or permit would be indi- 
cated by the abbreviation “Aplin” following the use. 
annotation on the appropriate plat An application for 
a lease or permit is not shown on the Historical Index 


Certain leases of one kind can be issued over those of 
another kind such as Oi] and Gas and/or Coal Jeases 
within a Grazing Lease, which demonstrates the mul- 
tiple use concept on Public Lands. The United States 
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cannot issue any leases on private lands where there 
are no reservations of any of the mineral estate. 


Section 35, is an example of when an applicant has 
made an acceptable offer for a lease (Section 35, All). 
The application, as written, cannot be issued, but is 
plotted on the use plat with the annotation “Apia”. 
The historical index is not noted at this time. The case 
must be sent for adjudication where only the available 
land can be issued. (Section 35, North half). When the 
lease is issued the use plat is changed by removing the 
lease line from the patented area (Patent Number 288)* 
and closing it through the center of Section 35. The 
casé annotation is removed and centered within the © 
boundanes of the lease area. 


Recreation and Public Purposes leases are shown on. 
the MTP. Applications and leases for grazing are not 
shown on any plats.;-- 
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OIL AND GAS SIMULTANEOUS LEASING 


When an Oil and Gas Lease has expired on a parcial 
of land and before it ts relisted it is marked NOL (Not 


Case number U 3252! in Section 19 is an expired lease 
that has been relisted for an upcoming OG Simul- 


Open for Leasing) as shown in Section 17. See “Code taneous Drawing. 
of Federal Regulations”, 43.CFR3112. A copy of these 
‘regulations is available from any BLM State Office in 


Circular No. 2357 O1] and Gas. ° 


Patented land, such as Patent Number 7086 in Section 
19, is not listed in the simultaneous parcial because 
the United States does not have an interest of any kind 
on this land. The possibility exists that this land can 


: : ; be leased privately from the present owners. 
Section 18 cannot have a Jease issued in that area a 


because of the withdrawal for the Nationa] Park. When 
applying for a lease the user should always check the 
case documents for what minerals are affected by a 
withdrawal, or classification. 


Even though the north half of the northeast quarter 
is patented, it can be included in the OG Lease (No. 
49395) because the United States has retained the 
minera] estate, which includes oil and gas. } 
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OIL AND GAS SIMULTANEOUS LEASING 


When an Oil and Gas Lease has expired on a parcial 
of land and before it is relisted it is marked NOL (Not 
Open for Leasing) as shown in Section 17. See “Code 
of Federal Regulations”, 43.CFR3112. A copy of these 
regulations is available from any BLM State Office in 
Circular No. 2357 Oil and Gas. F 


Section 18 cannot have a lease issued in that area 
because of the withdrawal for the National Park. When 
applying for a lease the user should always check the 
case documents for what minerals are affected by a 
withdrawal, or classification. 
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Case number U 3252! in Section 19 is an expired lease 
that has been relisted for an upcoming OG Simul- 
taneous Drawing. 


Patented land, such as Patent Number 7086 in Section 
19, is not listed in the simultaneous parcial because 
the United States does not have an interest of any kind 
on this land. The possibility exists that this land can 
be leased privately from the present owners. 


Even though the north half of the northeast quarter 
is patented, it can be included in the OG Lease(No. 
49395) because the United States has retained the 
mineral estate, which includes oil and gas. 
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OIL AND GAS SIMULTANEOUS LEASING 


| a | 
| bie | 
| ‘Ee 
ite 
aS) 
Party ee | 
wQ Wy 
| Pye] 
Si) || 32) 
rte. t 
398) 
| 
| 
| 
| 
mre een eee ee ces es we ee ee ee] | LE ns eee eee ee a] 
Gig. ea 
wl | 
| | 
rll | bss 
z= : l © 
i ! | 
uv | oO) 
° jl y 
> | ie | 
= ||| Ve. | 
: © 
soul 
| | 
|| | 
a ene eee ee ern 


RIGHT OF WAY 


A right of way is a permit or casement which autho- 
rizes the use of public lands for certain specified pur- 
poses, such as railroads, roads, pipe lines, telephone 
lines, transmission lines, ditches, reservoirs, and com- 


munications sites. 
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Width shown is from centerfine, ie, road shown in 


Section 28 has a total width of 50 feet. Annotations 
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not showing width may be variable on cach side of the 
centerline, 


It should be emphasized that right. of way locations 


shown are approximate only. Details and exact loca . 


tions can be found in related case files. 
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RIGHT OF WAY 


A right of way is a permit or easement which autho 
rizes the use of public lands for certain specified pur- 
poses, such as railroads, roads, pipe lines, telephone 
‘ines, transmission lines, ditches, reservoirs, and com- 
munications sites, 


Width shown is from centerline, ie, road shown in 


Section 28 has a total width of 50 feet. Annotations 
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not showing width may be variable on cach side of the 
centerline. 


It should be emphasized that right. of way locations 
shown are approximate only. Details and exact lom- | 


tions can be found in related case files. 
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RIGHT HAND COLUMN ON PLAT 
POPULARLY REFERRED TO AS “REMARKS COLUMN” 


Status documents that cover an entire township are 
recorded in the nght hand- column instead of being 
plotted on the plats. : 


Documents are recorded in the Remarks column if 
the land description is insufficient for 
‘ : re ee en er eo Bes: a 
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To avoid complicating the plats, most states have 


recorded the known Geologie Structures, Known Geo- 
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accurate plotting, — 


_ survey weight line 


thermal Resource Areas, Unit Agreements, and certain 
classification actions in the Remarks column instead 
of delineating the areas on the plats. 


Surface Management Determinations under PL !67 are 
shown in the Remarks column. Unless the determina- 


tion does not affect all of the area of the township © 
then it is delineated and annotated on the plat with a © 
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RIGHT HAND COLUMN ON PLAT 
POPULARLY REFERRED TO AS “REMARKS COLUMN" 


Status documents that cover an entire township are 
recorded in the mght hand column instead of being 
plotted on the plats. 


Documents are recorded in the Remarks column if 


the land description is insufficient for accurate plotting” ~ 
OTE eo Ri Si ies a an Le a ee 


-* - AD = 
BT rg Ss | OE as Be ah IOS 
ath - 


To avoid complicating 
recorded the known Geologie Structures, Known 
(oe a : i : “IN 


eS 
ae - e 
ag ee 


G ¢O- 


Oe oo oe en wre en ees = ee 


the plats, most states have 


thermal Resource Areas, Unit Agreements, and certain 
classification actions in the Remarks column instead 
of delineating the areas on the plats. 


Surface Management Determinations under PL 167 are 
shown in the Remarks column. Unless the determina- 


tion does not affect all of the area of the township © 


then it is delineated and annotated on the plat with a 


survey weight line. 
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STATUS OF PUBLIC DOMAIN 
-LAND AND MINERAL TITLES 


INDEX TO SEGREGATED TRACTS 


All Tp included in Fdl Coconino HF ED 1109 5/2/1912 


Act of Cong 10/2/1968, all public land within 1/4 mile 
of Snake fiver, Sdn for potential addition to Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Systes 


X6S, Gavilan Field 
Sec 17: All 
Sec 183 & 


Sec 192 E%&, EB 
Sec 20: We, KEX 


KGRA, Calistoga Springs #077898 11/3/1958 
Sec 312 HX * wreR i 
Sec 12: NWX 


UA, Echo Soring -3, Jodi 
Sec 14: All F 
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Land Records: Where They Cams 
From, How We Got Them 


@ What Records We Maintain 


As the United States expanded westward fram the original 13 colonies, 
the Continental Congress recognized the need for an orderly system of 
surveying and recording new Federal lands. The Ordinance of 1785 
established the rectangular survey system and authorized the 
Treasury Department to sell public lands for revenue. The General 
Land Office (GLO) was established within the Treasury Department in 
1812 to take charge of ail survey and /and title records. In 1946, GLO 
was merged with the U.S. Grazing Service to form the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) uncer the Department of the Interior. BLM took 
custody of-the land records, which have since grown ta include some 
7.5 million ownership titles covering 1.5 billion acres of Federal land. 
Over five million of these documents are stored and maintained at 
8LM's Easter States Office. 


The first land records to develop from the Ordinance of 1785 were 
survey field notes. Government surveys began in Ohio and progressed 
westward as more territory opened up for settlement. Survey fie!d 
notes are the product of the surveyor himself; they describe the survey 
performed, and may include the names of settlers living in the survey 
area and a variety of descriptions of land formations, climate, soil, and 
plant and animal life. Survey plats are drawings of the boundaries 
created by each survey. Plats are preoared by draftsmen who base 
their drawings on information in the field notes and sketches. The 
earliest survey records date Dack to the 1 8th century; records 
produced today still follow the same basic format. 


Once the public domain was surveyed, the government could begin to 
transfer title of land parcels to private citizens, companies and local 
govemments. Titles are transferred through patents (deeds) granted 
by the Federal Government. Records of these patents and other 
statements of title are contained in tract books. First developed 
around 1800 and maintained in the local land offices, tract books siill 
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Eastern States Cffice 


1 South Pickett Street Alexandria, Virginia 22304 


ak 


lf We’ve Got It, You Can Get it 


We Can Heip You Discover 
Your Past 


Serve as the essential reference source for ail transactions invalving 
public lands. They tell wno obtained what land from the Federa! 
Government, and wnen. The Eastern States Office maintains the tract 
Sacks for 13 states: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Illincis, Indiana ~v: 
Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississigpi, Chio, an~ ~~ 
Wisconsin. @ 


Land records are historical documents, and care is required to 
maintain them. To make sure their contents are preserved far the 
future, BLM is in the midst of a ten-year Records Improvement Project 
to microfilm land status records and land patents, as well as cadasiral 
survey notes and plats. Sventually, a computerized index of the 
microfilm will make it possible to reference a specific patent by any of 
several means. 


The Eastern States Office fumisnes certified pnotostat capies of 
hundreds of patents every month. Most requests for copies come from 
title attommeys and afstract companies who, Sefore they insure title an 
a Particular tract of land, want to make sure the Feceral Gavernment no 
langer owns it. A large numter of requests come from the southem 
states. where the Suming of county courthouses during the Civil War 
caused the lass af many title recards. If you specify the subdivision, 
section, township and range, 8LM’s records staffcan locate the patent 
and supsly a copy. The name af the landowner aione is nat sufficient, 
Since the land records of most states are not indexed by name. 


In addition ta susolying information about lanc titles, the Eastem 
States Office serferms geneaiagical and historical research for 
Sersons interestac in tracing their family’s past. Under numerous laws, 
such as the military county land warrant acts, the Homestead Ac%. and 
the Cash Act. a great deal of land passed directly from the Federal 
Government to orivate incivicuals. If you check cur land records, 
chances are you'll find the name of an ancestor or two. Cften ihtese 
records ¢o beyond wna got wnat land, and when—=anc mention such 
things as military service or family retationshics. This information can 
be valuable in itseiforas aciue ta other sources. Our land records are 
open to the public, and you are invitac to come in and do your own 
research. if you find that impossidle, write us and the staif wiil per; 
"ne research for you. Again, the ancestor's name aione isncta 
sufficient starting gaint fer researcn. Sut there are several! altemate 
ways in which the task can Se aporcacned. If you need soecific 
information on how to get started. write or give us a Cali. Direct your 
request to the aitention of Genealogical/Historical Researcn. 
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If We've Got it, You Can Get It 


We Can Heip Yeu Discover 
Your Past 


Serve as the essential reference source fer all transactions invaivinc 
public lands. They te!l wno odtained what land from the Fecera! 
Government, and when. The Easter States Office maintains the trac: 
Scoks for 13 states: Aiabama, Arkansas, Florida, IIlinois, Indiana 4 
Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississiopi, Ohio, an~ 
Wisconsin. 


Land records are historical documents, and care is required to 
maintain them. To make sure their contents are preserved for the 
future, BLM is in the micst of a ten-year Records Improvement Projec 
to microfilm land status records and land patents, as well as cadasira 
survey notes and plats. Sventually, a computerized index cf the 
microfilm will make it possible to reference a specific patent by any c 
several means. 


The Eastern States Office furnisnes certified onotasiat ccoies of 
huncreds of patents every mcnth. Mcst requests for caocies ccme ittcm 
title attomeys anc aDsiract ccomcanies wno, Sefcre they insur2 title on 
a carticular tract of lanc. want to make sure the Feceral Government nc 
longer owns it. A iarge numcer of requests come irom the southem 
States. where the Summing of county courthouses curing the Civil ‘War 
caused ‘he lass of many title racoras. lf you scecify the suBdcivisicn, 
section, townsnip and rance, S3LM’s records staffcan iocate tne patent 
anc sugpcly a ccoy. Tne name of the landawner alone is nci sufficient, 
since the lanc records of most states are nat indexed Sy name. 


In adciticn to sucolying information ascut lanc titles, the Sastem 
States Cffice serferms seneaiogical and historical researcn fer 
gersons interesitec in tracing their famtiy’s past. Uncer numercus !aws, 
such as the military county !and warrant acts, the Hcmestead Aci. anc 
the Casn Act. a great deai oflanc passed Girectly from the -sceral 
Government to crivate indivicuals. If you check our land reccrcs, 
chances are you'll find the name of an ancestor or two. Cften these 
reccras go beyond wna got wnat lanc, anc when—anc mention sucn 
things as military service or family ratationsnics. This intermaticn can 
be valuaBie in itseiforas a cite ‘a cther sources. Our iancd recsoras are 
ocen to the sublic, and you ara invitac ic come in anc co your cwn 
research. if vcu fine what :imecssidie, write us anc the stait wiil Serr 
"he rasearcna for you. Again, [Me encesicrs name aicne :s Act 
sufficient starting coint for researcn. Sut there are several a 
ways in which the task can Se accrcacnec. if ycu need scecifi 
information cn new tc get Sstartec. write or give us a cali. Direct your 
request tc ‘he attention cf Genealaogicai/Hisicrical Researcn. 


ay 


‘jus & Bu evin so slow ene is =) WOR SHS aN 29 Oe noneR 
g20m leviio7s H\ eo polsenedD tt ne » See FLO ae (RGN get Say 


Oh Fare 


tial re 


Ne58 pi Roe ee PLLES 


mo? bnsl isiw benisico onw lle) Mag Baas) teil whe OG 
em soit 2816s MsIZES OFT -ner WL OOR PRN  nea ee, Tee eels 


ite s> ett ner _ ‘ ams SBA PeRIE SA, dO ‘ 
= aeiht | civ, BI OfSNM, MEBs Hiv, nee 


- Afie sen se 


ey PT sia aok = 
5 np ed ed = igtcrecsi ¢ 
we Ome Lae a aes ‘OSUMmerts, and caret phe 
7 vid 


im 
S26 ? es &'...\« @.ae) Sues heir CoRtente eae 
a | ne? 610 ei ert LB A 0 ‘one-year F 4) fi 
Y , a4 : | : ‘ © ” 
= r so4e65 eels bas (Diy) rath) oF ; Q : y ecor ‘ 
‘ is S ¢ Pad - - Py : d ' = aed j 
: > iota ae Heed i vevde. im 3S ad and Gaterts as 
basis nnn opos 1, Siem lie Mo ae) eotually, & Somicutartena ie 
: - ‘ PH sean} ANE a ht . . : an : 7 - 
Tea log: (pied | ROseIbI8 to ealerence & sougiien 
.* 
ee " 
_ a A a - Reue fe = 
+ - s % ae = x 
- * 4 tome oa RE ae 
< ee ee 4 
.* oe mane -} ” err 
° a Sa a , 
os a ae , - i . 
oe =, * 
- a — : r J - 
2. 5 yt : tt , nae + 
~~ “ue 
rk ne. ae be nt, 
ra »’ koe | ~ 
Ft i _ = 
; a F a ae he 
= a “ a ate * i 5 - 
= J a - -_. eke a ¥ — 
. _ na it - = a ae 4 o 
= J ere ae > + - 
a aes lh - < ° : .. 
c - ——— 
,, J —— ° 
>. - ae os )9 . 
7A ~ ae awe oar 
i Pisa Se 
< 5 
, a - bal - ee 
~ | ammonite ® 
on aizes er ii teD nad ucy jen Ove 
bfiavhy RS ES USGS Certilead chetegeeia 
7 yee ; anes ein 7 VGH Ost "e@cyuests for sé 
Q usta: L Hep 8 oC IMes whic, Setore tae 
: . mF. Lat Te aiken oll an to ane Gure he Feces 
. ts = = ~ é . . F a 
; ah) Ss We ebialé om 2(lests come rome 
A s at el a7" parce GS LT Ser Ouse Curing, 
enfu bo tarehn) Re oSey Ue recorss. Rh you soeciy EF 
- 2 bad & 6b ‘hha ke eal 3.9 M's eccres s!a can lo 


- ; ol ea “acy of enrnie <= a'¢ Pe arow "af 2i ore inte 
<3 oi TORT steiea are rat inGeézees 
anid ~ si wogue't shen sevoasiC woY giet? 


f none iz c 19° 2fnnbhas Sho Sarees ir oernatio® about anc ae 
: - 7 Pr : «* : _ ~ ~_ * 7 > ¥ 
sabni : é cisev © péreoiete? ermeeeees Sere sogice) BG Ni ara ee 
; ol? «ws ‘ z : ‘ wt J & 


aye ort ESS METIS Dhe! Vinue lial Se ea ee Pang Ge samy Ss oeee salen: 
na winoavib bee sity Insp TSE SCN ome land wartant sete, 
In yooris VDVT .tayblvinn Levee) Maraeeeent OF lars Same a eetty Sem t 
vn natpanne me th aoner oft ot CPt BAE Senne rar IChae, 1P ye) ee eee 
a FE Te es bar J—y Pees 0S carte Sian ancesiar of Set.§ 
i a nodinniae stan a Ape Aa: iy a6 GIRS Sof wet lang, anc ane ” 
“o> » sOftiC oye ¢ pg YA NES eee ees te cw eet y ‘matorege, 
«nn nt merieyi rs pay Se Seat ial 29s Ce te ier see + 
a te “5 = nae ) i ors Syl ies weO Ae are ‘frviles $e come fat§ a4 
seane $t uBpAeBS it abs h eas Prpargeiccbe inde +a 


‘ ss s srer rember, Tr (Bek SPE 98: Site ga, cow anceetars 
bean woy i. be ob O86 25 eS aie Se Ase RO sont (Oe ramet WUE ths 


* Mest 1G re ae enon 
: ne mabe 


eee ee ee ee ee --: 


It Costs, Of Course 
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Even If We Ocn’t Have It, 
Somecne Else Wiil 


Fees are not high, But the public is charged for copy work and time 
spent on research by our staff. If you expect to make numerous 
requests for research and photostat copies, we encourage you to 
establish a copywork Advance Deposit Account. Account holders get 
Quick service; document reproductions are furnished immediately 
upon receipt of their orders. Since regulations require that payment be 
received before the requested material is sent out, a copywork 
account will greatly expedite your order. Any sum is sufficient to 
establish an account. When we receive your order, we deduct the fee 
from your account balance and furnish, along with the material you 
ordered, areceipt showing the number of copies and what you've paid 
for them. We'll fill your orders for as long as the account holds 
sufficient funds to cover their cost, or until you cancel the account. In 
the event you place an order and the cost exceeds the amount 
remaining in your account, we'll send you a notice showing the cost of 
your current ocder and the additiona! amount required for us to 
complete it. A schedule of all copywork and research fees is available. 
Just ask us for it. 


Accounts are aucited periodically, and account holders informed of 
their current balance. As an account holder, you may obtaina 
statement of your account at any time. You may also apply against your 
copywork account the cost of other subscription-type orders, such as 
Easter States’ monthly list of lands available for oil and gas filing, and 
the results of the drawings. 


Because the origina! 13 colonies and their territories were nota part of 
the Federal lands acquired curing national expansion, we do not 
maintain the land recorcs of 18 eastern states and the District of 
Columbia. These states are Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia. 
Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode isiand, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia. Inquiries 
conceming land records for these states should be directed to the 
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